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Is there even such a thing? Let's get real,
asking loved ones to help finance your
wedding plans is always going to be a touch
awkward. Even if Aunt Sue has been assuring
you since the time you were twelve, that you
can count on her come wedding bells, the
subject of money is just plain sensitive.
That said it can be done and needs to be done
before you pull the trigger on any spending.
Remember, the mass majority of wedding
vendors require a non-refundable deposit to
secure their services. That is money that you
cannot get back, meaning that you must have
that awkward talk with Aunt Sue, and any
other loved ones for that matter, before you
can officially finalize your finances.
Easier said then done right. Good news is that
a big part of this is just finding the gull to do it.
The other part does involve same tact and a
lot of grace and on that front we got you
covered.

LET'S GET REAL

BE
PREPARED
Obviously, this is not a conversation where
you want to 'wing it'. Put some thought into
what you are going to say but more
importantly really think through the When and
the How.
For instance, group settings are a no-go. We
don't want to put anyone on the spot or in a
position where they feel they may be judged
by the rest of the family. If you and Aunt Sue
happen to find some one on one time at
Sunday Supper then yes, go for it, however it
would be wildly inappropriate, and completely
unfair, to bring it up at the table among the rest
of the family.

Sometimes we get lucky and the topic comes up
organically with no other eyes and ears around - this is
a gift and don't let it pass.
"What have you been up to?"
Aunt Sue sweetly asks, and you respond,
"Well, we are actually just starting to get into the whole
wedding planning thing. We are hoping to secure our
venue and officially Save the Date but need to put
down a deposit first. While we are chatting, I did want
to ask if you were still planning on contributing
something towards our wedding day?
And in the movies Aunt Sue would exclaim "Well of
course sweetheart, it is my pleasure" and out comes
the checkbook to present you with money on the spot.
In reality, you may have caught her off guard and she
needs a moment to digest the request. Watch her face
and listen for a long pause - and then rescue the
situation by saying.
"Sorry, I didn't mean to put you on the spot but I wasn't
really sure when we would see each other next.
Honestly it was so generous of you to even offer, at the
end of the day we just want to celebrate the occasion
with you".
And Aunt Sue will say something back - some form of
yes, no, maybe so - to which you end the conversation
with something gracious like...
"Of course we understand, it was a tough year" if the
answer is no and "Thanks so much for thinking of us" if
she needs to take it away and consult with Uncle Roy
before she can give you a definitive answer.
And just like that you have had the dreaded
conversation, gotten some sort of an answer and most
importantly, have not offended or upset anyone. The
key to success here is to be prepared, and that may
mean being prepared to not get the answer you were
hoping for. Aunt Sue may have had something put
away at one time but then due to circumstances outside
her control - like a crippling pandemic for example - she
lost her job and had to tap into her savings. We need
to be gracious and above all understanding, no amount
of money is worth straining your relationships.

BE DIRECT
There is nothing worse than hiding your intentions. Do not
try to disguise your true pursuit with over the top niceties or
an unauthentic social call, just be straight about it.
Now don't mishear us and go full on Sheldon Cooper. But
let's put it this way, if you and Aunt Sue never meet for coffee
- like ever - do not organize a java date so that you can
conveniently use the opportunity to ask her for money. That
ruse is transparent and borderline offensive to poor Aunt Sue
who just thought her niece wanted to spend some time with
her. It would play much better for all if you gather the
courage to call her, have the awkward conversation and then
ask her to coffee at a later date, as a way to thank her for her
generosity. That's the sequence, never the other way
around.
Same is true if you are daring the deed via email or text. Do
not write paragraph upon paragraph asking her about
everything from the church bake sale to her newest knitting
pattern just to end your note with an ask for money. This is
tacky and insincere and will leave your loved one feeling a bit
used so please don't do it. Again, the order in your message
is key. Start with a nice hello, followed by your request;
something along the lines of...
Hi Aunt Sue, I hope you are keeping well and getting good
use out of those new snowshoes.
Nick and I have found a lovely venue for our upcoming
wedding and we we're wondering if you were still planning on
gifting us some money to help finance the celebration.
We understand that it has been a wild year and plans may
have changed. We wanted to get in touch before we
finalized our wedding finances or paid any deposits. It was
so generous of you to think of us and at the end of the day
we are just happy to celebrate the occasion together.
Looking forward to seeing you, let's make plans for a glass of
champagne, or two, some time soon!
Now something worth noting here is what to do if you don't
get an answer back. You could potentially send one follow
up, never more, but truth be told, no answer, actually is an
answer and you should alter your budget accordingly.

BE GRATEFUL
We know you know this one and so we will not get into too much detail. Suffice to say that any contribution is a
significant one and you need to be sure to acknowledge that. When your wedding is all said and done you will of
course have beautiful thank you notes to pass out however we encourage you to extend your gratitude in a more
meaningful way.
Hand written thank you notes are a beautiful thing along with a framed wedding photograph of the two of you.
Remember, for our older family members, like grandparents and great aunts and uncles, your wedding day really
is a highlight in their life and they will want to extend it. if not relive for as long as possible. That said, a lovely
gesture may be to have them over to enjoy a meal once you get you wedding album back and together you can
flip through the photos and reminisce on how sweet the day was. A heartfelt gesture that they are sure to
appreciate and remember for years to come.
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