
Planning a wedding is like building a house; we start with the foundation and build our way up.  Having a
solid groundwork ensures that we hone in on our priorities early on, plus it provides us an anchoring point
to help guide the millions and zillions of decisions we need to navigate through.  This is the most important
step in wedding planning. We are literally breaking ground and cementing your vision into real, tangible
wedding plans, so be sure to take your time and really invest in this step.  

It is equally important that we determine our preferred guest count and confirm our wedding budget
when we are setting our foundation.  Our guest count will have the largest impact on our cost structure as
well as the overall logistics required to coordinate a successful event. We will need to consider both in
every single wedding plan from here forward so again best not to rush this, and really think it through. 

We get it, this step is a bit daunting and maybe you're not sure where to start.  To help guide you through
it we developed a framework that essentially separates your wedding day into four core elements.  Each
element is equally important as the next and collectively, they form your event foundation. 
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STEP ONE  I  SETTING YOUR FOUNDATION



Let's work through an example to see how the wedding foundation comes together.  We start with the
overall vision, then break it down into our 4 core elements, or as we will refer to them - building blocks.
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We knew that we wanted to be married in the mountains.  We are two introverts and wanted an intimate event with
great food, great wine and of course a great view. As we are not people of faith, a religious ceremony was not a priority
and instead we wanted to focus our wedding day on time with family and close friends.  This meant we needed to have a
summer wedding, as many of our nearest and dearest are international, and could only join us over the summer
holidays. We planned a long engagement to ensure we got our preferred venue and budgeted 30k for a 75 person event.  

YOUR SETTING

 SEASON / THEME / DESTINATION

THE WEDDING CEREMONY

TRADITIONAL VS MODERN

RECEPTION CELEBRATION

VIBE / CUSTOMS

FRIENDS & FAMILY

WEDDING PARTY / HONORED GUESTS

BUDGET
 

__________
30k

GUESTS

__________
75

Mountain Wedding in July or August
Modern Rustic Theme / Upscale Casual Feel

Planned for Late Afternoon 

Very Modern, Short + Sweet
Outdoor Ceremony with Justice of Peace

Traditional Vows

Food + Wine over Drink + Dance
Traditions  + Speeches 

Big Wedding Party
Wedding Golf Tournament for the Boys

Without overthinking it, what does your wedding day look like?  Are we in the mountains or on a beach?
How do you envision the ceremony and the reception, and of course who are those special people who
you want to share the day with.  Most importantly, what is your budget, as that is a factor that we
absolutely must determine upfront.  The goal here is to define your 'big picture' wedding plan so that we
can focus our efforts on the elements that are truly important to you.  
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pro tips + advice
Do not attempt to hammer out your foundation in one sitting.  This is the fun part of wedding planning so
enjoy a dessert together or go for a walk and just daydream about your day.  Tune into the elements that
stay consistent throughout your reveries, these are clearly important to both of you.

Determine your budget first and plan from there, never the other way around.  Now take out 10% from your
wedding fund because the reality of adulting is that cars breakdown, house repairs come up and we often
cannot save as much as we had intended.  If family is helping out financially be sure to confirm those plans
before you make any financial commitments.  This can be a bit awkward but remember that the majority of
wedding expenses involve a non refundable deposit, so no spending until money is in hand. 

DOWN THE AISLE LIBRARY RESOURCES

Wedding Foundation Framework + Guided Questionnaire for Defining  'Big Picture' Plan
Budget Template with Itemized Expense Breakdown + Sample Cost Calculators
A 'How To' Initiate the Awkward Money Conversation with Sample Email + Script
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NOTES + TAKE AWAYS
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JANUARY
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Love will thaw a frozen heart.  -  DISNEY'S OLAF
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IMPORTANT DATES + PRIORITIES
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T O  B E  A  P A R T  O F  Y O U R  W E D D I N G  P L A N N I N G

W E  A R E  G R A T E F U L  A N D  H O N O R E D



LEARN MORE ABOUT US

Down the Aisle YYC
www.downtheaisleyyc.com

Follow us on Instagram @downtheaisleyyc 

https://www.downtheaisleyyc.com/

