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In less than 24 hours you will marry the love of your life.  
Let that sink in, it's an incredible thing.  

By this point, friends and family have come in from out
of town and you likely have dinner plans scheduled for
later this evening.  It's finally time to put down your
wedding binder and get into celebration mode.  You've
earned it, and after months and months of planning,
there is only one last big item on your To Do List and
that is the Rehearsal Ceremony.

Think of this as a final checkpoint and an opportunity to
ensure that everything is in place and set to unfold
according to your well thought out wedding plans.  If you
are working with a Wedding Coordinator this is where
they will step in to take over on your behalf and you
want to ensure not a single detail is missed.  Your
rehearsal is also an opportunity to check in with your
venue representative as well as your wedding officiant
and confirm that we have a shared understanding of
how the ceremony + reception will unfold.   Hands down,
a formal dry run is the best way to ensure everyone
and everything is set up for success and that is exactly
what we will focus on in this chapter. 
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STEP TEN  I  THE REHEARSAL CEREMONY
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Confirm set up / take down plans + storage locations.  Remember, you will be enjoying your wedding
day so it is important that your set up crew knows where to find your items, how you want them set up
and where to put them at the end of the night.  Picture references of layout and decor plans are ideal.

Who is your point person?  This is the incredible human who is going to address any questions that
vendors or guests may have.  Realistically, if you do not anoint someone this person will be you.

Are there any last minute details or outstanding issues that need to be addressed.  Is everyone clear on
the itinerary, do we know the back up plan in case of weather and where is the cake knife?  This part is
specific to you and your wedding but you get the drift - is everything set up and ready to go.

WEDDING PARTY ITINERARY + SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS

Your wedding party and officiant have arrived and it is time to start our rehearsal ceremony.  Before you
jump into this we recommend confirming your wedding day itinerary with everyone as well as any special
assignments that need to be completed.  Imagine this.  A dozen, maybe up to twenty of your nearest and
dearest and everyone is excited.  Your window to communicate important information is very very small
because not only is it noisy and likely a little disorganized, but the emotions are high and everyone, even
grandma, is in celebration mode.  Translation - limited attention span.

It is great if you have a printed copy of your itinerary.  Bonus points if you have that same itinerary in a
picture format that you text to everyone because let's be honest, at least one person is going to lose that
important piece of paper.  Now that copy is in hand, we recommend honing in on the very first activity and
the respective start time.  If someone has an important task, like assembling the arch, we want to address
this too.  This is key because we need the day to start off right on the right foot. 

FINAL VENUE WALK THROUGH

It is important that we perform one final walk through to ensure everything is good to go for the following
day.  We recommend organizing this before your wedding party arrives for the formal rehearsal. If you are
being married in one place and celebrating in another than you will need to do this at each venue.  We
know, your brain is buzzing but take the time to focus in on these details, we promise it's worth it.
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REHEARSAL CEREMONY 

There are a few reasons why we invest in a rehearsal ceremony.  The key one is that we want everyone to
know the order of the processional and where they will fit in specifically.  Wedding parties vary in size and
we want the group to flow together cohesively.  The easiest way to achieve this is to physically line
everyone up in order and run through a mock ceremony.  If the groomsmen are going to come in from the
side when the music starts but escort the bridesmaids out after the ceremony, this is where that is
communicated to the group as well as any other pertinent details.  End goal is that your entire wedding
party knows how to enter, where to stand and how to exit.  Don't forget to speak to your music selections
and any other cues that they need to be aware of.

You likely invested in a photographer and this is also the time when you may offer gentle reminders like
please do not wear sunglasses or carry keys/cell phones in your front pockets.  If you are wanting that
quintessential alter shot you may also want to see how the group will photograph. Ideally you want the
shot to be balanced and can achieve this by ensuring the spacing is similar on both sides +  feet and
shoulders are turned slightly in + and that both sides form a gentle curve. This format also guarantees that
your crew can see you and no one is stuck looking at the back of someone's head, or having to peek out.

And last but not least, rehearsal offer us an opportunity to practice as a group.  For instance, who will hold
the bride's flowers and how will that exchange happen?  Answer to this is the maid of honor of course. The
bride will arrive at the alter, MOH will adjust the train if needed and then gently tap her elbow.  This is the
cue for bride to handoff her flowers which will happen seamlessly because you have taken the time to
practice.  We recommend 2 solid run throughs and that should ensure you are all set and good to go.
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DOWN THE AISLE LIBRARY RESOURCES

Traditional and Modern Options for Wedding Processions 
A 'How To' Coordinate a Formal Rehearsal Ceremony with Your Wedding Party + Rehearsal Checklist
 

pro tips + advice
It is human nature for guests to try and take photos of the couple exchanging their vows, the trouble is
that they get in the way of the photographer and may ruin the shot.  Having your officiant offer a gentle
reminder of 'No Guest Pictures Please' is an effective way to reinforce this expectation. 

Be sure there is no confusion about the music.  The song selection, the timing and the order.  Even the
volume is a detail worth checking in on to ensure it is crystal clear.  No room for mistakes here.

Discuss your exit strategy.  Many couples have opted out of the traditional receiving line however if you
stop at the end of the aisle, pause and hover aimlessly because you are not to sure where to go or what
to do next, then you might have just inadvertently began a receiving line.  This could take up to 45
minutes if you included each guest so something to be mindful of if your timeline is tight.
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I waited for you my entire life and you we're worth every minute. - MARK ANTHONY
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LEARN MORE ABOUT US

Down the Aisle YYC
www.downtheaisleyyc.com

Follow us on Instagram @downtheaisleyyc 
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